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TAGS: MMOL, TC 

SUB J : FRENCH ARMS DEAL 

1. ABU DHABI DEFENSE FORCE OFFICERS INFORMED US OF 54 MILLION 
STERLING ARMS DEAL REPORTEDLY SIGNED BY MAHDI TAIER AND FRENCH 
PANHARD MFR. THE AGREEMENT CALLS FOR ADDF TO ACQUITE OVER 150 
PANHARD ARMORED CARS WITH 90 MM GUNS, SUFFICIENT ARMORED 
PERSONNEL CARRIERS FOR ONE INFANTRY BRIGADE AND ADDITIONAL 
APC’S MOUNTED WITH FRENCH 20 MM GUNS, PLUS COMMUNICATIONS AND 
COMMAND APC'S. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF VEHICLES INVOLVED IN THE 
DEAL IS NOT KNOWN. 

2. THIS INFORMATION CAME AS A SHOCK TO LOCAL DEFENSE FORCE FIELD 
OFFICERS INCLUDING BRITISH SECONDED COMMANDER AND ARMORED FORCE 
COMMANDER, BOTH OF WHOM HAVE HAD HELD THE FRENCH VEHICLE AS A 
POOR CHOICE OVER ITS BRITISH COUNTERPART THE SARACEN. WHY 
PANHARD WON OUT NOT CLEAR, BUT RUMORS INCLUDE LARGE 10 
PERCENT KICKBACK BY FRENCH TO TAJER AND POSSIBLY ADDF CHIEF 

OF STAFF FAISAL AL-QASIMI. WHATEVER THE EXPLANATION. THE 
FRENCH, WHO HAVE REPORTEDLY ALSO SOLD CROYTALE MISSILES 
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TO ADDF, OBVIOUSLY HAVE STRONG POSITION IN ABU DHABI ARMS 
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